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Quantitive Variation of Vowels

Samir Steitiya
Prafessor, Department of Arabic,
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,
University of the United Arab Emirates,
Al-Ain, United Arab Emiraies

Abstract. This paper explores systematically the quantitive variation of vowels which is represented by their
length. In general, vowels have been divided into: short, medial, long, and prolonged vowels. Length of vowels
has been connected with its phonemic and allophonic variations. In English, for instance, it has been claimed
that length of vowels is merely allophonic. This paper discusses this widespread idea and refutes it. ¥ also dis-
cusses some contextual factors which affect the length of vowels in Arabic. The researcher used sound labs and
the equipment for making decisions about the length of vowels in different contextual environments in Arabic.
The research provided many new results.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

