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The Impact of the Internet Used by Saudi University Students on
Their Exposure to Mass Communication Media
(Study Applied on Sample of Saudi Students)

Nayef T. AL-Saud

Assitont Professor, Department of Media, College of Arts, King saud University,
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

(Received on 3/4/1424H; accepted for publication on 21/3/1425H.)

Abstract . Internet has its own increasing importance in our time, this is due to its huge information that is
directed to the public. This leads to studying this method of communication and its impact on the public and
what it achieves to satisfy the public. This study springs from the fact of fewness of studies that is devoted to
internet, also using this method and its widespread in Saudi Arabia led to the necessity of research which
ams to recognize how to use internet to eval uate the communication situation in the frame of this new device
in order to find a complete figure aims to evaluating and making plans and strategies.

This field study had been applied on a sample of about 320 of Saudi universities - (eight universities),
about 40 samples of each university.

The problem of research could be summarized in the following questions:
- Doestheinternet use by Saudi students affect their use of the other communication devices?
- What are the reasons beyond this? In addition, what is the extent of this effect?

The study resulted in :

- The internet has a role in satisfying the young talents in corresponding , chatting , obtaining various
information , entertainment...

- Theinternet helps people to follow up their studies, and then gives the chance to participate in programs
and selecting information.

- 48% of the sample said that their use of the internet has affected their use of other mass communication
devices.

- The internet has great positive benefits, but at the same time it has its own negative aspects such as
social and health disadvantages.
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