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Redundant "Kana"
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(Received 27/1/1424.; accepted for Publication 15/5/1424AH.)

Abstract. This study deals with the verb redundant “kana”. This verb was poorly
discussed by Arab grammarians because no chapter was dedicated to it in the Arabic
grammar books.

The study starts with a collection of Classical Arabic poetic and prosaic
quotations which redundant “kana” was used in. This collection forms a basis which can
be referred to to explain the vague points in the grammatic literature and settle the
differences about this verb. Based on this collection the study examines this verb taking
into consideration what the Arab grammarians have said. The first point dealt with is the
illustration of the meaning of the term “redundant” when applied to “k&na”. Then the
study goes on to explore whether this verb governs or denotes tense. Next, the study tries
to establish a rule explaining where this verb should be used in the sentence. In addition,
the study investigates if redundant “kana” use is linguistically applicable or restricted to
the classical quotations where it was used. Finally, the study endeavors to look into the
expansion of the application of the redundancy to include the present form of the verb
“k@na” and other defective verbs.
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