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٣١١  الرقابة الذاتية
 

Abstract. This study attempts to determine the meaning of journalism self-censorship, whether it is positive 
(self-believe) or negative (external pressures). The study investigates the impact of political, social and 
religious factors on journalists, self-censorship. In general, there is no direct control over the press in the world, 
but there is a positive self-censorship in western countries, and negative self-censorship in most of the Third 
World countries. 

Egypt is the case chosen for this study because of the existence of anti-government press. Five major 
questions were asked: 

 1 -  How do journalists agree on the two meanings of self-censorship? 
 2 -  How do journalists see the political, social and religious impact on the function of self-censorship. 

 3 - Do journalists have their own definition of self-censorship? 
 4 - How do journalists see the real threat to the freedom of the press? 
 5 - How do journalists enjoy working in their profession? 
The results of this study indicate that the Egyptian journalists agree strongly on the positive and negative 

meanings of self-censorship, and respond negatively to the impact of the political factor that is shaping the 
function and the notion of self-censorship.  But the impact of social and religious factors was analyzed 
positively. Also, this study listed their definitions of self-censorship as they see it from their experiences. 
 
 

 


