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The Library of Pergamum Through the Writings of Modern Scholars

Saad A. Al-Dobaian

Associate Professor, Departmeni of Lib. & Inf Sc., College of Arts,

King Saud University, Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract, This article discusses the Library of Pergamum, considered to be the second most important library in
ihe ancient world, after the Library of Alexandria. Initially, some attention is devoted to the kingdom of Pergamum
itself, including its foundation, location, and cultural, economic and social importance in the Hellenistic world.
The Library of Pergamum in its role as research academy is then considered, attention being given 1o 1ts origins,
facilities, collection. organization and personnel. The important contribution ol the kingdom of Pergamum in the
development of parchment as a replacement for papyrus is also mentioned. Finally, the article concludes with a
consideration of the influence of the Alexandrian Library on the Library of Pergamum, as well as its influence on
succeeding institutions.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

