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The Lamiyyah Poem of Hassan ibn Thabit: An Investigative Study of its Time
and Presentation of Possible Readings
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Abstract: This paper attempts to present a documented timeline for the Lamiyyah Poem by Hassan ibn Thabit
based on historical and cultural investigation. Specifically, whether the poem had been composed by Hassan in the
Jahiliyyah time (pre-Islam) or after he converted to Islam. The importance of this paper lies in its contribution in
revealing new aspects of Hassan ibn Thabit's life; especially his life in Islam. Because claiming that the poem is an
Islamic poem would bring into service a lot of discussions and controversies that is associated with the personality
of Hassan ibn Thabit in history. In other words, claiming the Islamicity of the poem will serve as an extension of a
long-lasting debate regarding the religious and cultural commitment of Hassan ibn Thabit and its ambiguous
attitude toward the new community. However, what this paper found is that the poem is a Jahilt poem, making it
disagree with those of Arab and non-Arab scholars who claimed its Islamicity. Therefore, this paper may give an
opportunity for those who are interesting in studying the personality of Hassan ibn Thabit to re-study and deeply
examine his ambiguous personality. At the end of this paper, | present a new interpretation of the poem through a
subtle analysis of its themes and structures.

Keywords: The Ghassanids, Prelude, Nostalgia, Wine, Jahiliyyah, Islamiyyah.
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