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Poetry and Visual Art
A terminological critical poetic study of fundamental texts
Abu Nuwas' poem as a model

Jaber Mohammed Al-Ahmari
Professor of Rhetoric and Assistant Criticism, Department of Arabic Language, Al-Qunfudhah University College, Umm Al-Qura University
(Received: 20/ 5/1442 H, Accepted for publication 28/ 2/1443 H)

Keywords: poetry, arts, painting, fundamental texts, Abu Nuwas.

Abstract. This research aims to investigate the relationship between the poetic texts and the visual arts. It also
investigates the critical and artistic texts which establish this relationship using Abu Nuwas’ poem. Three aspects
have been investigated in this research. First, the poetic texts from Pre-Islamic era to the Abbasid era including
Abu Nuwas’ fundamental poetic texts which gained different critical evaluations, from supporters or opponents.
Second, there are two remarkable contributions in this context, one by Ibn Al-Athir who distinguishes between the
artistic right of painters and poets, and another by Al-Safadi who glances at the phenomena in general. Third, in
relation to terminologies used by different scholars as insignias. The author recommends using an original Arabic
term called Iftinan to establish the relationship between poetry and visual arts, instead of Ekphrasis or other
translated terms.
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