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The Theatrical Discourse Of Nabawiyyah Miisa: A Pragmatic Argumentative
Analysis Of The Play (Niib Hutub Or “Persecuted Virtue”)

Ahmed Abdulhameed Omar

Assistant Professor of Linguistics, Faculty of Arts, Ain Shams University
(Received:20/8/1440H , Accepted for publication 1/4/1441H)

Abstract. Nabawiyyah Musa, an Egyptian pioneer of educational reform, wrote a play to which the historians of
feminist theatre in Egypt did not pay attention, but it was recently re-exposed. The play is depicted in Pharaonic
settings, allegorically used by Miisa to recite her conflict against some staff of education at that time (1932). This
study is aimed at analyzing the play as a discursive event from a pragmatic-argumentative perspective in an
attempt to identify the wholistic meaning of the play and the informative and persuasive effects at stake. Levels of
communication in plays are first envisioned in terms of specific speakers/writers communicating and the nature of
speech acts performed. The author then conceptualizes the pragmatic-argumentative analysis by suggesting the
terms: “pragmatic behavior” and “argumentative term”. Instead of concentrating on pragmatic phenomena
manifested in separate scenes as previous studies did, the author analyzes the scenes in a sequential manner. The
study is concluded by viewing the play as an allegory, an extended conceptual metaphor, aimed by Musa at
conceiving educational/cultural affairs in terms of religious ones. As a consequence, the readers may see her
conflict against staff of education as hyperbolic.

Keywords: Nabawiyyah Musa, pragmatics, argumentation theory, speech act of fiction-making, allegory,
feminism.
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