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Mikhail Bakhtin, The Dialogic Imagination, Four Essays, ()

trans. Caryl Emerson and Michael Holquist, Austin:
University of Texas Press, 1981, p. 426.
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Mary Klages, Literary Theory, Continuum International
Publishing Group, 2006, pp. 136-137.
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Abstract. The choice of place has a great effect on the structure of any literary work. Therefore, most modern critics consider place as a
gateway through which to approach the narrative and explore the various aspects of a novel. In novels written by Saudi women, place can be
classified into four categories: the place of exile, the closed place, the mythical place and the outer place. The outer place can be seen as
particularly important in the Saudi feminist novel, because this kind of place appeared in the earliest of their writings, then returned to the
novel at the beginning of the new century. Therefore, this paper tries to answer the following important questions: what aspects of the outer
place appear in the selected novels? How has place become a central element in these novels? How have links been embodied between place
within these novels and the sociocultural structure of Saudi Arabia?

This kind of place can be seen in two periods in the Saudi novel: it first appears in works by Sam»ra Kh«shigj», whose first published
novel, | Said Goodbye to my Hopes (Wada‘tu m«l») is set outside Saudi Arabia, in Lebanon and Egypt. Secondly, novels written by Saudi
women since 2000, Mantle (Sitir) by Raj«’ @»m, The Girls of Riyadh (Ban«t al-Riy«+) by Raj«’ al-j«ni‘, and Twisted Legs (S»q«n
Multaw»a) by Zaynab ®afn», are set in European and American cities such as London and New York.






