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"Yousuf Alkhal’s role in the Critical Modernity Movement"
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Abstract: This research seeks to identify the role of the Lebanese poet and critic Yousuf Al-Khal in
the march of the Arabic critic movement in the twentieth century. Al-Khal shaped a milestone in
terms of the literary movement, in its both aspects; creativity and critic. From the creative side he is
one of the most outstanding modernists Arab poets in the fifties of the twentieth century, and from the
critic side he is one of the leading preachers for the modern poetry movement that came along at that
time.

The research tries also to highlight the main critics' efforts which Al-khal tried to transfer to Arabian
literary and critics, particularly after his contact with a group of well-known Western critics in the
literary and critical movement during his stay in the United States of America (New York), while
working with the Lebanese mission to the United Nations in the years between 1948 to 1955. Al-Khal
was able to convey efforts to the Arabian communities through his magazine called " Shiar " (Poetry),
which he established in 1957 with a number of well-known Arab modern poets.

The research has addressed a group of topics, that include the cultural biography of Yousuf Al-
Khal, and his role as a poet and critic, likewise pointed out to Yousuf Al-Khal's magazine "Shiar".
The research also indicated the part he played in the modernist poetry, then the attitude of Yousuf Al-
Khal from the heritage, and finally his attitude from the language.

The research sought to take advantage of the inductive descriptive approach as well as keeping in
the mind some of the new critical methods, such as the analytical method, the thing that helped us to
address the aspects of this research in a scientific and critical approach. Regarding this research
sources and references, the researcher benefited from overall recent studies, which focused on the
evolution of the movement of modernity in the Arab and Western literature.
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