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The Image of the Holy Space: Medina al Munawwara in Al Ayashi "s Rihla
"'ma’ al mawa’id "

Arous Besma

Department of Arabic Language and Literature,
College of Arts, King Saud University
(Received 5/2/1432H; accepted for publication 9/4/1432H.)

Abstract. Al Ayashi describes in his journey Mecca and Medina with a special focus on Medina . "Rihla" is considered among non
biographical narratives , however the narrator is present through the image of the other ( otherness) and explicit or implicit position. The
image through which al Medina is seen can be summarized in three features : the main feature is the ceremonial aspect where Al Ayashi
describes the celebration by the al Medina citizens of the "Mawlid" (the prophet's birthday), and the "Rajabiyya" (the visit to the holy city in
Rajab) and other events that show how social and cultural are influenced by the religious feelings . the second feature is the Fantastic and
Miraculous which enables us to discern the role that imaginary plays in the text that narrates the trip and to what extend it enriches it so that
the whole place gets the holy dimension. Fantastic includes also dream and fantasies. The third feature is the "unsaid"(non dit) in the
discourse which allows us to notice the implicit side consisting in the comparison between religiousness among Orientals and Maghrebins
(people of the Maghreb) and the way the author took the side of the latters considering them as showing the purest religiousness.



