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Senior Positions in the Reign of Caliph Al-Nasir (575-622 H/1179-1225 AD):
A Study in the Mechanisms of Selection and Appointment
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Abstract: Al-Nasir became a Caliph in (575 H/1179 AD) and that was a milestone in the history of
the Abbasid state. He was able to complete the project of emancipation from foreign dominance; the
project that was initiated by Al-Mustarshid then partially completed by Al-Mugtafi. Al-Nasir’s policy
was based on inner reform -Dar Al-Khilafah- by stopping senior statesmen from interfering with the
caliphate and powers of the caliph. One of his initial procedures was disposal of the senior officials
who were part of the legacy of his father, Al-Mustadi’. Then, he began a long-term internal policy,
clearly defined, which was based on determining the conditions and criteria of selecting senior
statesmen officials.

In this regard, the caliphate re-established the ceremonies and arrangements of appointing, through
activating the role of Dar Atashreefat which supervised all details in Dar Al-Khilafah. The importance
of the position and the appointed person necessitated suitable arrangements. Prominent positions with
political nature or direct contact with the Dar Al-Khilafah had arrangements at Dar Al-Khilafah.
These include: Minister, Commander of Army and senior officials of Dar Al-Khilafah such as Ustath
Addar and Hajib Al-Hujjab, where the appointed person was summoned to Diwan Al-Khalifah. After
verbally appointed, the person was given Khil’ah at the door of "Al-Hujrah Al-Shareefah". Other
position holders were appointed and rewarded at Dar Al-Wizarah. These include: Qadhi Al-Qudhah,
Sheikh Al-Shyoukh, Al-Muhtasib, cities princes, and senior commanders of army, as well as leaders
of the Dhimmis of Jews and Christians.
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