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Health Measures in Al Hijaz
in the Ottoman Archival Documents

1310 - 1313 AH /1893 — 1895 AD
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(Received: 15/7/1441 H, Accepted for publication: 3/3/1442 H)

Abstract: The research sheds light on the efforts of the Ottoman Empire to improve the health conditions of Al
Hijaz during its cruel economic crises. The research period is limited to the period of time between 1310 AH, 1893
AD and 1313 AH, 1895 AD. This period witnessed an outbreak of Cholera. This epidemic was described in year
1310 AH, 1893 AD as the largest and most violent in the history of Al Hijaz. The research showed that this period
was full of events that constituted episodes of conflicts between the Ottoman Empire and the Western countries
that exploited the appearance of Cholera in Al Hijaz to extend their power over the region and to convert the
health status of pilgrims and Al Hijaz to an international issue. That was followed by tremendous efforts by the
Ottoman Empire to defend the sanctities. The importance of this research lies in the fact that functions as a
documentary based on the documents and manuscripts deposited in the Ottoman archives affiliated to the Turkish
Prime Minister in Istanbul. The results showed that the Ottoman Empire was able to take some measures to control
the spread of epidemics, to solve problems related to water supply, and to manage the pilgrims’ movement in an
organized way. Nevertheless, Ottoman Empire did not succeed to find radical solutions for the health problems in
Al Hijaz where several internal and external factors combined to prevent this.

Keywords: Al Hijaz, Ottoman Empire, Cholera, Quarantine, pilgrims, Hospitals.
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