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Arabic grammar and writing skillsSaid Bakhit Mubarak
Hamed Saud Al-Belayhed

Assistant Professor of Linguistics, General Requirements Department, College of Applied Sciences, Salalah, Oman
(Received: 22/10/1441 H, Accepted for publication: 3/3/1442 H)

Abstract: Many forms of weak writing skills have appeared in all types of creative writing in Standard Arabic, let
alone functional literacy in all aspects, and that is -in the writer’s point of view- due to the false assumption made
by many of Arab speakers that Standard Arabic is difficult and so are its rules. In fact, this is not the case, and
there is no justification for that fear, as this current research -as appears to the researcher- indicates that there are
many rules of Arabic that are beyond what an Arabic writer needs for both functional and creative writing, except
for poetry writing since it is a form of art that has a musical facet.

The researcher views the connection between the process of writing in Standard Arabic and the necessity of
mastering all grammatical rules was a factor behind the reluctance from many writers to write in Standard Arabic
in order to show their literary skills, which made the realm lack many creative intellectuals who could have been
prominent in culture and literature, producing works in Standard Arabic. This also applies to Arabic speakers who
practice writing to meet their daily and non-daily needs.

In this research, the researcher attempted to show that this fear against writing in Standard Arabic is unjustified,
and that solid writing does not necessitate mastering all grammatical rules; rather, knowledge of the general rules
is sufficient to produce good writing. The writer -according to his discretion- has restricted those rules to only six
areas as will be detailed in the body of the research. Still, the issue is subject to discretion and discussion.
Keywords: speaking skills, reading skills, writing skills, students, errors.
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