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Reasons for differences in poetry verses within the same book:
Al-Bayan wa Al-Tabyin by Al-Jahiz as an exemplar

Abdul Rahman Nasser Al-Saeed

Professor of Literature and Criticism, Arabic Language and Literature Department, College of Arts, King Saud University
(Received: 3/1/1441 H, Accepted for publication: 3/3/1442 H)

Abstract.: The research deals with the poetic texts that are repeatedly cited within the same book by the same
author, where wording differs in one position or another.

The researcher chose Al-Jahiz (255 A.H.) as an exemplar for being one of the earliest authors, writing many
books, and being influential to the latter authors, and chose his book Al-Bayan wa Al-Tabyin, because it was one
of his latest books.

The study concluded that the recurrence of poetic texts cited within the same book is notable in Al-Jahiz’s writing,
and that the differences between those citations is notable too. Some of these differences can be due to having
multiple manuscripts of the same book or due to distortion that perhaps occurred to some words, while others are
likely to come from the authors himself altering the poetry recital.

Keywords: Difference, poetry recital, books, author, Al-Jahiz.
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